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Florida International University
Student Government Council

81-MONTHLY MEETING

NORTH MIAMI CAMPUS
APRIL 2, 1997

MINUTES RECORDED ON
IN ATTENDANCE
Ms. Safiya Burton, Lower Division Representative
Ms. Zahra Burton, Lower Division Representative
Ms. Thania Cantave, Administrative Assistant
Mr. Jeff Dismukes, Graduate Representative
Ms. Tanisha Drummond, Clerk of Council
Ms. Debra Goldman, Broward Awareness Representative
Ms. Liliana Gomez, Student Services Chair
Mr. Julian Humphreys, Vice President
Ms. Jeannie Lacroix, School of Nursing Representative
Mr. Michael Madridejos, Finance Chair
Ms. Esther Navas, Representative-At-Large
Mr. Arthur Papillon, Jr., President
Ms. Ellen Plissner, Advisor

STUDENT GOVERNMENT
ACCOUNTING
-•

ABSENT
Ms. Camille Aub, SJMC Representative
Ms. Sandra Jean, Representative-At-Large
Mr. Alberto Kan, Representative-At-Large
Ms. Stacia Pinnock, CUPA Representative
Ms. Simone Reid, Hospitality Management Representative
Ms. Joanna Wedderburn, Director of Student Lobbying
GUESTS
Ms. Anette Sandoval, School of Nursing
Officer Steven Fagan, Public Safety
Ms. Lakisha Holmes, CUPA
BEACON Reporter
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM by Mr. Arthur Papillon, Jr., SGC President.

As the Council did not have quorum, Mr. Papillon, Jr. requested that the members review the
minutes from the previous meeting. The President stated that he did not say that Steven
Spielberg was scheduled to be at the Holocaust Forum. Mr. Jeff Dismukes asked that there be
greater clarification on the motion Mr. Julian Humphreys had made following the motion of Ms.
Debra Goldman. He felt it was unclear to list the motion as a "friendly amendment". Ms. Liliana
Gomez said that she had not yet confirmed if the students' could use the classrooms in the
Academic One area. Ms. Goldman commented that the Discovery Cruise (held for graduates) had
already taken place in December 1996.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
NEW HOUSING
The new Vice President of Student Affairs, Paul Gallagher, had discussed the construction of a
new housing complex (located in the bay area) by Fall 1998. The new complex would hold 325
"beds" and would not be equipped with private kitchens. Mr. Humphreys asked if Bay Vista Hall
Council would be closed down. The President answered that the complex probably would be
closed down, as ·it could not be demolished due to the bond issue. Mr. Humphreys clarified that
there would be less beds and less housing space. Ms. Zahra Burton asked if the kitchen
arrangements were up for discussion. Mr. Papillon, Jr. informed her that complaints about a "floor
kitchen" were already being received. Nevertheless, there were still current concerns about Bay
Vista. Mr. Papillon, Jr. informed the Council that the F Wing would be closing. On a more positive
note, the decals for housing would be decreased. The cost of the housing decals would be the
same as that of FIU employees who were paid less than $21,000 annually. This would make the
housing decal the least expensive. There was also discussion of constructing more visitor parking
instead of metered parking. There would be a meeting for further deliberation (with Gallagher)
next week.
CHANGES IN SGC CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
The President stated that the Council had spoken about making changes, on the SGC
Constitution and By-Laws, from last semester. Responsibility for these evaluations will be reverted
to Mr. Dismukes. Mr. Papillon, Jr. asked that he review the document and report back to the
Council at the next meeting. He added that new positions were being established for the Council.

The new positions that would be added to the Council included:
O
Public Relations Chair
O
Special Events Chair
O
Parliamentarian
O
Secretary/Administrative Assistant (two positions would be made into one)
Positions that would remain, included:
O
Student Services
O
Academic Affairs
O
Director of Student Lobbying
O
Elections Commission

~(f,J~-t~</:1?J~l~'

FILE FOR FUNDS DEADLINE: APRIL 11, 1997
S'fUf)\J0T
The President also added that Council members should make a "wish list" for spdi:\e:tilft@lf~tt<:'lsdJ .Ji
"~"
before the April 11, 1997 deadline. Mr. Dismukes asked for clarification on the April 11th deadline;
·
he was told by clubs/organizations that Ms. Arminda Pravia, Student Activities Treasurer had
informed them they could not have events after this date. Mr. Papillon, Jr. informed him that clubs
could indeed hold events/programs after April 11, 1997. However, they needed to fill out the
paperwork before said deadline.

As the Council had quorum, Mr. Dismukes made a motion to accept the minutes as submitted; with
the noted corrections. Mr. Humphreys seconded the motion. The vote passed unanimously.
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VICE PRESIDENT'S REPORT
TRI-COUNCIL BANQUET
Mr. Humphreys discussed the Council's plans for the upcoming Tri~Council Banquet. He asked
the members to contribute their services for the event which was scheduled to take place
Saturday, April 26, 1997 in the Wolfe University Center Ballroom (WUC 255) at 7:00 PM. It has
been decided to make the Tri-Council Banquet into an annual banquet honoring Dr. Mary
Pankowski. This year's theme will be "Queen For A Day". Additionally, the City of Miami has
declared this day (April 26, 1997), Dr. Mary Pankowski Day is are asking SGC to give a write-up
on the contributions Dr. Pankowski has made to FIU, and the community at large. Mr. Humphreys
also added that SGC would like to present Dr. Pankowski with a crown on this day. Any interested
members should attend the next meeting on Thursday, April 3, 1997 in the Student Activities
Office (WUC 363) Conference Room from 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM. A jazz band is scheduled to play.
The Councils have also decided to limit the amount of awards distributed at this ceremony, due
to the size of Student Organization Council (this was at the suggestion of Mr. John Marek, SOC
Chair). In closing, Mr. Humphreys congratulated the new members who were elected to SGC as
well as the members who would be returning for another term.
ADVISOR'S REPORT
Ms. Ellen Plissner echoed Mr. Humphreys sentiments concerning the new SGC. She also briefly
discussed the SGC Retreat (scheduled for May) which would be mandatory. Presently, the
Council is looking at the weekend of May 16, 1997. Mr. Papillon, Jr. mentioned that he would be
looking into establishing more leadership-oriented workshops. Ms.· Plissner also mentioned that
shewas in the process of trying to implement "priority registration" for SGC members. In return,
the Council would have to schedule their classes around the SGC meetings.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE
Mr. Michael Madridejos announced that it had been 15 business days since the budget had
passed; however it was being held up by the change in power (transferred to Gallagher). Mr.
Papillon, Jr. informed the Council that another 14 days would most likely pass without hearing
anything. He asked the Council to grant him the power to spend funds for the 28 Council
members which were in~qffi~~j;1QfitigJHJf1'.B:9!:tt.~7:/§S:!t~2!'.YJ'ar. Mr. Dismukes asked where the
funds would come from. Mr. Madridejos stated thaf:!§rfsf~ could be tlls~ll)?!Jf\of the·;yy9Jf§
,-,,University·eent~rA~.l.lf'.'1~_ Mr._Dismukes made a motion to take funds out of the WUC Account,
\;f:ff~Yi~ecfl~afitcua:Bt1(~g~[e'.d~$'fdd6.dcr·'Mf]1Umpnr~ys_·l?~.f9fl~ed;t~h~rr:m?!~n. Vote: 3 in favor,
2 abstentions (Safiya & Zahra Burton). ~vot~''.P:a'S$eg. ....,,,., ....,.. ,,.M........
-·
. ~ -.. ___ -· . --- .
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STUDENT SERVICES
Ms. Gomez informed the Council of the previous Student Services Forum, which was held
Monday, March 31, 1997. Approximately 55 students were, in attendance. She is currently
working on a summary of the event. Ms. Gomez stressed that she was still dealing with the
computer situation. Mr. Humphreys asked Ms. Gomez to comment on the effect she believed
public relations had on the success of the event. Ms. Gomez responded that public relations still
needed to be increased, however there was a noticeable improvement. Mr. Dismukes commented

SGC Bl-MONTHLY MEETING
MINUTES RECORDED ON
APRIL 2, 1997
PAGE4

that maybe a more direct approach could be taken. Mr. Humphreys asked if Ms. Gomez had any
prospective candidates in mind for the Student Services Chair. She stated that Ms. Camille Aub
was considering the position.
OLD BUSINESS
SECRETARIES' LUNCHEON
Mr. Papillon, Jr. said that he had spoken with Ms. Leonie Senior in regards to the spending for the
Secretaries' Luncheon. She informed him that her organization was using $1,500.00 of their own
money; the $800.00 requested from the Council was to cover food and decorations. She also
stated that SGC would be guaranteed four seats at the event. Over the last few years, SGC has
given $600.00 - $700.00 towards this event. Mr. Dismukes questioned spending service funds
for an event that was for University secretaries. He stated that he would prefer spending the
money on students. Ms. Safiya Burton asked how much the Council could afford. Mr. Madridejos
said the money could be taken out of the SGC General Account. Mr. Dismukes asked when the
organization needed a response. Mr. Papillon, Jr. informed him that the banquet would be in 3
,w,e~.~~;,Jh~Yc"·l'1~eded,,tg. vote on this matter today. Ms. Goldman made a motion t~ give. tQ~ards
1
based 0~ the amount ~at had been given in Pt~YiQ{1$;'yeafsi($700fcteY1
Mr. Humphreys secondea the motrijn. Vote: 4 in favor; 1 opposed. Vote passed.

'ffi~t~f<¥~fci~i~ ifijB1li~f1lt.i~

NEW BUSINESS
PUBLIC SAFETY
Officer Steven Fagan gave a presentation on behalf of Officer Jesse Campbell. The presentation
concerned the decline in an effective Escort Program since SGC stopped funding this area (refer
to handout distributed during meeting). He also added that Officer Campbell was concerned
about building or rebuilding the relationship between Public Safety and Student Government
Council; Officer Campbell stressed the importance of community policing.
COMMUNITY COMMENTS
Ms. Goldman announced she might have extra seats for the Mystery Murder being held at Dave
& Buster's. Please see her or Mr. Humphreys for further details. Ms. Safiya Burton asked the
Council to encourage new members to begin attending SGC meetings from now, as opposed to
when their term begins in August. This would give them an opportunity to gain experience to the
operations of SGC. Mr. Madridejos announced that he might be transferring to Boston University;
he would be certain within the next few weeks. Mr. Papillon, Jr. announced an upcoming series
of marine clean-up sessions that would begin around the summer.

The meeting adjourned at 6:53 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
f~.Pt'~·,i

Tanisha N. Drummond, Clerk of Council
Student Government Council, North Campus

Florida International University
Student Government Council
NORTH MIAMI CAMPUS
SIGN-IN SHEET
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Florida International University
Student Government Council

81-MONTHLY MEETING
MINUTES RECORDED ON

NORTH MIAMI CAMPUS
APRIL 2, 1997

IN ATTENDANCE
Ms. Safiya Burton, Lower Division Representative
Ms. Zahra Burton, Lower Division Representative .
Ms. Thania Cantave, Administrative Assistant
Mr. Jeff Dismukes, Graduate Representative
Ms. Tanisha Drummond, Clerk of Council
Ms. Debra Goldman, Broward Awareness Representative
Ms. Liliana Gomez, Student Services Chair
Mr. Julian Humphreys, Vice President
Ms. Jeannie Lacroix, School of Nursing Representative
Mr. Michael Madridejos, Finance Chair
Ms. Esther Navas, Representative-At-Large
Mr. Arthur Papillon, Jr., President
Ms. Ellen Plissner, Advisor

ABSENT
Ms. Camille Aub, SJMC Representative
Ms. Sandra Jean, Representative-At-Large
Mr. Alberto Kan, Representative-At-Large
Ms. Stacia Pinnock, CUPA Representative
Ms. Simone Reid, Hospitality Management Representative
Ms. Joanna Wedderburn, Director of Student Lobbying

GUESTS
Ms. Anette Sandoval, School of Nursing
Officer Steven Fagan, Public Safety
Ms. Lakisha Holmes, CUPA
BEACON Reporter

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM by Mr. Arthur Papillon, Jr., SGC President.
As the Council did not have quorum, Mr. Papillon, Jr. requested that the members review the
minutes from the previous meeting. The President stated that he did not say that Steven
Spielberg was scheduled to be at the Holocaust Forum. Mr. Jeff Dismukes asked that there be
greater clarification on the motion Mr. Julian Humphreys had made following the motion of Ms.
Debra Goldman. He felt it was unclear to list the motion as a "friendly amendment". Ms. Liliana
Gomez said that she had not yet confirmed if the students could use the classrooms in the
'Academic One area. Ms. Goldman commented that the Discovery Cruise (held for graduates) had
already taken place in December 1996.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
NEW HOUSING
The new Vice President of Student Affairs, Paul Gallagher, had discussed the construction of a
new housing complex (located in the bay area) by Fall 1998. The new complex would hold 325
"beds" and would not be equipped with private kitchens. Mr. Humphreys asked if Bay Vista Hall
Council would be closed down. The President answered that the complex probably would be
closed down, as it could not be demolished due to the bond issue. Mr. Humphreys clarified that
there would be less beds and less housing space. Ms. Zahra Burton asked if the kitchen
arrangements were up for discussion. Mr. Papillon, Jr. informed her that complaints about a "floor
kitchen" were already being received. Nevertheless, there were still current concerns about Bay
Vista. Mr. Papillon, Jr. informed the Council that the F Wing would be closing. On a more positive
note, the decals for housing would be decreased. The cost of the housing decals would be the
same as that of FIU employees who were paid less than $21,000 annually. This would make the
housing decal the least expensive. There was also discussion of constructing more visitor parking
instead of metered parking. There would be a meeting for further deliberation (with Gallagher)
next week.

CHANGES IN SGC CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
The President stated that the Council had spoken about making changes, on the' SGC
Constitution and By-Laws, from last semester. Responsibility for these evaluations will be reverted
to Mr. Dismukes. Mr. Papillon, Jr. asked that he review the document and report back to the
Council at the next meeting. He added that new positions were being established for the Council.
The new positions that would be added to the Council included:
O
Public Relations Chair
O
Special Events Chair
O
Parliamentarian
O
Secretary/Administrative Assistant (two positions would be made into one)
Positions that would remain, included:
0
Student Services
O
Academic Affairs
O
Director of Student Lobbying
O
Elections Commission
FILE FOR FUNDS DEADLINE: APRIL 11, 1997
The President also added that Council members should make a "wish list" for spending funds
before the April 11, 1997 deadline. Mr. Dismukes asked for clarification on the April 11th deadline;
he was told by clubs/organizations that Ms. Arminda Pravia, Student Activities Treasurer had
informed them they could not have events after this date. Mr. Papillon, Jr. informed him that clubs
could indeed hold events/programs after April 11, 1997. However, they needed to fill out the
paperwork before sai(:J deadline.
As the Council had quorum, Mr. Dismukes made a motion to accept the minutes as submitted; with
the noted corrections. Mr. Humphreys seconded the motion. The vote passed unanimously.
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VICE PRESIDENT'S REPORT
TRI-COUNCIL BANQUET
Mr. Humphreys discussed the Council's plans for the upcoming Tri-Council Banquet. He asked
the members to contribute their services for the event which was scheduled to take place
Saturday, April 26, 1997 in the Wolfe University Center Ballroom (WUC 255) at 7:00 PM. It has
been decided to make the Tri-Council Banquet into an annual banquet honoring Dr. Mary
Pankowski. This year's theme will be "Queen For A Day". Additionally, the City of Miami has
declared this day (April 26, 1997), Dr. Mary Pankowski Day is are asking SGC to give a write-up
on the contributions Dr. Pankowski has made to FIU, and the community at large. Mr. Humphreys
also added that SGC would like to present Dr. Pankowski with a crown on this day. Any interested
members should attend the next meeting on Thursday, April 3, 1997 in the Student Activities
Office (WUC 363) Conference Room from 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM. A jazz band is scheduled to play.
The Councils have also decided to limit the amount of awards distributed at this ceremony, due
to the size of Student Organization Council (this was at the suggestion of Mr. John Marek, SOC
Chair). In closing, Mr. Humphreys congratulated the new members who were elected to SGC as
well as the members who would be returning for another term.
ADVISOR'S REPORT
Ms. Ellen Plissner echoed Mr. Humphreys sentiments concerning the new SGC. She also briefly
discussed the SGC Retreat (scheduled for May) which would be mandatory. Presently, the
Council is looking at the weekend of May 16, 1997. Mr. Papillon, Jr. mentioned that he would be
looking into establishing more leadership-oriented workshops. Ms. Plissner also mentioned that
she was in the process of trying to implement "priority registration" for SGC members. In return,
the Council would have to schedule their classes around the SGC meetings.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE
Mr. Michael Madridejos announced that it had been 15 business days since the budget had
passed; however it was being held up by the change in power (transferred to Gallagher). Mr.
Papillon, Jr. informed the Council that another 14 days would most likely pass without hearing
anything. He asked the Council to grant him the power to spend funds for the 28 Council
members which were in office during the 1996 - 97 school year. Mr. Dismukes asked where the
funds would come from. Mr. Madridejos stated that funds could be taken out of the Wolfe
University Center Account. Mr. Dismukes made a motion to take funds out of the WUC Account,
provided that it did not exceed $1,000.00. Mr. Humphreys seconded the motion. Vote: 3 in favor,
2 abstentions (Safiya & Zahra Burton). Vote passed.
STUDENT SERVICES
Ms. Gomez informed the Council of the previous Student Services Forum, which was held
Monday, March 31, 1997. Approximately 55 students were in attendance. She is currently
working on a summary of the event. Ms. Gomez stressed that she was still dealing with the
computer situation. Mr. Humphreys asked Ms. Gomez to comment on the effect she believed
public relations had on the success of the event. Ms. Gomez responded that public relations still
needed to be increased, however there was a noticeable improvement. Mr. Dismukes commented
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that maybe a more direct approach could be taken. Mr. Humphreys asked if Ms. Gomez had any
prospective candidates in mind for the Student Services Chair. She stated that Ms. Camille Aub
was considering the position.
OLD BUSINESS
SECRETARIES' LUNCHEON
Mr. Papillon, Jr. said that he had spoken with Ms. Leonie Senior in regards to the spending for the
Secretaries' Luncheon. She informed him that her organization was using $1,500.00 of their own
money; the $800.00 requested from the Council was to cover food and decorations. She also
stated that SGC would be guaranteed four seats at the event. Over the last few years, SGC has
given $600.00 - $700.00 towards this event. Mr. Dismukes questioned spending service funds
for an event that was for University secretaries. He stated that he would prefer spending the
money on students. Ms. Safiya Burton asked how much the Council could afford. Mr. Madridejos
said the money could be taken out of the SGC General Account. Mr. Dismukes asked when the
organization needed a response. Mr. Papillon, Jr. informed him that the banquet would be in 3
weeks; they needed to vote on this matter today. Ms. Goldman made a motion to give towards
the Secretaries' Luncheon based on the amount that had been given in previous years ($700.00).
Mr. Humphreys seconded the motion. Vote: 4 in favor; 1 opposed. Vote passed.
NEW BUSINESS
PUBLIC SAFETY
Officer Steven Fagan gave a presentation on behalf of Officer Jesse Campbell. The presentation
concerned the decline in an effective Escort Program since SGC stopped funding this area (refer
to handout distributed during meeting). He also added that Officer Campbell was concerned
about building or rebuilding the relationship between Public Safety and Student Government
Council; Officer Campbell stressed the importance of community policing.
COMMUNITY COMMENTS
Ms. Goldman announced she might have extra seats for the Mystery Murder being held at Dave
& Buster's. Please see her or Mr. Humphreys for further details. Ms. Safiya Burton asked the
Council to encourage new members to begin attending SGC meetings from now, as opposed to
when their term begins in August. This would give them an opportunity to gain experience to the
operations of SGC. Mr. Madridejos announced that he might be transferring to Boston University;
he would be certain within the next few weeks. Mr. Papillon, Jr. announced an upcoming series
of marine clean-up sessions that would begin around the summer.

The meeting adjourned at 6:53 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Tanisha N. Drummond, Clerk of Council
Student Government Council, North Campus

